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CAMP BLANDING — Many people may not know what
it is, but University of Florida researchers have unearthed a
record-setting fulgurite.

A whopper of a lightning bolt started a fire that melted soil
and created the record fulgurite — a glassy substance described
as a solidified lightning bolt.

After months of careful digging, researchers unearthed a two
branch fulgurite — one branch nearly 16 feet long and the
other 17 feet.



“ T h e r e
isn’t much
known about
fulgurites,”
said Martin
Uman, chair-
man of UF’s
electrical and
computer en-
gineering de-
partment and
a team member.

These small fulgurites, like the 17 foot specimen found by
researchers, display the characteristic tubular shape.

Fulgurites are glassy tubes that form below ground when light-
ning tears through and melts the sand, which cools to form the
glassy material.

 The UF team’s specimen will be the first entry in the Guiness
Book of Records’ fulgurite category. Guiness spent six weeks
researching the topic to confirm that the UF discovery is the
longest on record. The closest competitor is a 13-foot fulgurite
in a museum.

Uman and
his team be-
gan excavat-
ing last sum-
mer after a
bolt struck
the ground at
Camp Bland-
ing near
Starke, where
the university
maintains a
lightning re-
search facility.
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