
 

 
 

1 Worksheet C: Analyzing Material Culture 

                                         Return of the Real: Truths, History, & Chernobyl 

Materiality & Chernobyl 

Research Question: 

How could artifacts (the material culture) help us understand what was "real" to the people 

experiencing the Chernobyl disaster? 

Vocabulary: 

Provenience: in archaeology this means the location of an artifact (where it was found) 

Materiality: the study of the "thingness" of things and their impact or representation of actions in 

regards to people's lives and thoughts. 

The Pripyat Hospital 

1) What artifacts do you see in the 

photo? 

2) Describe the provenience. 

3) What do the “things” represent? 

What does it all mean?  

(How does it reflect the experience of 

the people?) 

Source 1: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Source 2:  
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2 Worksheet C: Analyzing Material Culture 

                                         Return of the Real: Truths, History, & Chernobyl 

Materiality & Chernobyl 

Research Question: 

How could artifacts (the material culture) help us understand what was "real" to the people 

experiencing the Chernobyl disaster? 

Vocabulary: 

Provenience: in archaeology this means the location of an artifact (where it was found) 

Materiality: the study of the "thingness" of things and their impact or representation of actions in 

regards to people's lives and thoughts. 

The Middle & High School 

1) What artifacts do you see in the 

photo? 

2) Describe the provenience. 

3) What do the “things” represent? 

What does it all mean?  

(How does it reflect the experience of 

the people?) 

Source 1: 
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Source 3: 
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3 Worksheet C: Analyzing Material Culture 

                                         Return of the Real: Truths, History, & Chernobyl 

Materiality & Chernobyl 

Research Question: 

How could artifacts (the material culture) help us understand what was "real" to the people 

experiencing the Chernobyl disaster? 

Vocabulary: 

Provenience: in archaeology this means the location of an artifact (where it was found) 

Materiality: the study of the "thingness" of things and their impact or representation of actions in 

regards to people's lives and thoughts. 

The Palace of Culture 

1) What artifacts do you see in the 

photo? 

2) Describe the provenience. 

3) What do the “things” represent? 

What does it all mean?  

(How does it reflect the experience of 

the people?) 

Source 1: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Source 2:  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Source 3: 
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